
Welcome to my newsletter!  
I will try to keep you in-
formed about my cam-
paign, issues before the 
Marion County Board of 
Commissioners and other 
issues of interest to my 

constituents and supporters. 

My campaign is up and 
running!  Support is strong 
and I am humbled that peo-
ple have placed their confi-
dence in me to continue to 
serve as one of your county 
commissioners.  I am going 
to continue to bring consis-
tent, common-sense leader-
ship to the challenges we 
face.  Working in partner-
ship with businesses, farm-
ers, other governmental 
agencies, non-profit organi-
zations and community 
leaders, I am optimistic 

about our future. 

Marion County voters 

will be deciding the future 
of Marion County govern-
ment on the May Primary 
Ballot. This proposal 
would dramatically 
change how Marion 
County government is 
structured, how it func-
tions, and could cost tax-
payers a lot of 
money.   Please visit the 
Marion County website 
for information on Home 
Rule Charter at 

www.co.marion.or.us. 

Please contact me with any 
questions, ideas, concerns 
or information you would 
like shared.  You may call 
me at the Board of Com-
missioners’ office, 
503.588.5212; e-mail me at 
pmilne@wbcable.net, or 
my website for more info: 
www.bringbackpatti.com 

or to volunteer or contrib-

Dear Friends… 

Marion County Commissioner Patti Milne 

Seeks Re-Election—Media Release 

Known throughout the 
county as the “common-
sense commissioner,” 
Patti Milne has filed for 
re-election to the Marion 
County Board of Com-

missioners. 

“I’ve given re-election a 

lot of thought as I have 
visited one-on-one with 
many people throughout 
our beautiful county,” 
Milne said.  “The next 
few years are going to be 
challenging for all of us.  
It is extremely humbling 
to learn that people have 

placed their confidence in 
me,” she said.  “They 
believe my consistent, 
common-sense leadership 
is needed to keep Marion 
County moving in the 

right direction.” 

(See Re-Election—Page 2) 
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Marion County Has:Marion County Has:Marion County Has:Marion County Has:    

1175 Square Miles 

20 Cities 

37 Unincorporated Communities 

11 School Districts 

314,606 People 

8891 Private Businesses C
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Winter 2010 

Where to Find Patti 

February 2010 

 

Feb 11: Republican Party Lin-
coln Day Dinner, Scottish Rite 
Temple, Salem, 6:00 p.m. 

Feb 17: Attending Fed. Lakes 
Recreation District, Detroit, 
6:30 p.m. 

Feb 18 & 19: Oregon State 
Weed Board meeting, Salem 

Feb. 22: Detroit Lake Recrea-
tion Area Business Association 
Detroit City Hall, 7:00 p.m. 

Feb. 24: French Prairie Work 
Group, OSU Extension Service 
Office, Wilsonville, 2 p.m. 

Feb. 25: South Baldock Coali-
tion, Salem, 8 AM-Noon  

Feb. 26: Enterprise for Employ-
ment and Education/JOB 
Council Board Meeting, Salem, 
7:30 a.m. 

 

 

 



 

future, all make for diffi-
cult decisions and delicate 
balancing.  But, I am 
proud of the can-do atti-
tude our county employees 
have and the commitment 
they have made to find 
innovative ways to do 
things more cost effectively; all of which 
has become a hallmark of Marion County 

government. 

It is impossible to separate the issues of 
public safety from healthy families and a 
strong economy.  When one link breaks, the 
whole chain fails, and causes a myriad of 

problems for our local communities.   

These challenges don’t exist in a vacuum.  
Community input is critical to good deci-
sion making.  Working together with com-
munity groups, whether they be private, non 
profit or governmental, is the only way we 
can understand the unique challenges indi-

vidual communities face.   

 

What we learned through the year-long 
series of town hall meetings conducted by 
the Marion County Public Safety Coordi-
nating Council has helped to shape our 
updated strategic plan.  A key element of 

our new plan is the collec-
tion of data that will enable 
us to monitor, track and 
assess community trends.  
With this information, we 
can plan, prioritize and 
realign policies and expen-
ditures to better respond to 

changing trends and community needs.   

A first-ever joint meeting of the Marion 
County Public Safety Coordinating Council 
and the Marion County Children and Fami-
lies Commission last summer resulted in 
mutual goals and a set of key actions to also 
respond to community needs.  These key 
actions include:  supporting parenting, jobs 
for youth, and the availability and access to 

healthy choices and activities for youth. 

 

But, it all comes back to having a healthy 
economy.  I can tell you that we in Marion 
County will continue to work arm-in-arm 
with local businesses, SEDCOR, chambers 
of commerce and other government offi-
cials and agencies, so that Marion County is 
a place that encourages businesses to locate 
here, grow their business, retain jobs and 

create new jobs.   

Every year I appreciate the opportunities 
the Marion County Board of Commission-
ers have to present our state of the county 
address to the many chambers of commerce 
throughout the county and to SEDCOR.   
I’d like to share with you a brief summary 

of my state of the county comments here.  

Despite economic hardships touching virtu-
ally everyone throughout 2009, people in 
Marion County continue to reach out to 
those less fortunate with generosity, com-
passion and community pride.  That’s not 
easy when unemployment rates in the Sa-
lem area continue to be higher than the 
state’s; when Marion County median house-
hold income is less that the state’s, the 
country’s and neighboring counties; when 
many businesses continue to lay off large 
portions of their work force; and, when 
many businesses have shut their doors per-

manently.  

It has been a gut-wrenching year for all of 
us.   The county, like many businesses, had 
to lay off several employees.  We, too, had 
to make deeper budget cuts to balance our 

budget.   

Staying focused on core functions, provid-
ing a manageable level of services with 
financial uncertainties looming into the 

The former school board member and 
three-term legislator, Milne was first 
elected to the Board of County Com-
missioners in 1998.  “After winning my 
first election, my biggest challenge was 
to bring Marion County into the 21st 
Century, get 
the budget un-
der control and 
build employee 
morale,” she 
said.  “Success 
in these areas 
attracted new, 
highly-
qualified de-
partment heads 
and others in 
upper manage-

ment who have brought outstanding 
skills and positive perspectives to our 

county government,” she said. 

Milne said she believes she has made a 
difference as a commissioner.  “These 
important changes have allowed us to 

improve our 
county govern-
ance to be more 
accountable, 
more accessi-
ble, more trans-
parent, and 
more respon-
sive to the citi-
zens of Marion 

County.” 

The incumbent 

will be seeking her fourth term in office 
and says she offers the experience the 
county needs during this difficult eco-
nomic downturn and recovery.  
“Serving as a Marion County commis-
sioner is a tremendous honor and a 
great pleasure.  I work hard to deliver 
on the promises I’ve made to the peo-
ple of Marion County and I am dedi-
cated to providing common-sense lead-
ership through the difficult times we all 

are experiencing,” she said. 

 

 

For more information about Commissioner Milne 
and her campaign, please visit her campaign 

website at www.BringBackPatti.com. 
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State of the County Address Re-Cap 

Re-Election (continued) 

“It is impossible to separate the 

issues of public safety from 

healthy families and a strong 

economy.”  

Patti Milne (center) listens as Ray Burstedt of SEDCOR  

briefs the commissioners on the local economy. 



 

our communities.  This year marks our 
fifth anniversary and activities 
include a professional baseball 
game, fireworks, family activi-
ties, interactive displays, demon-
strations, prizes, and positive, 
family-friendly messages. Be-
come a sponsor and show your 
support in this important fight 
against meth.  Sponsorships, 

beginning at just $100, are available for 
businesses, civic groups and individuals.  
If your business, organization or civic 
group works with kids, or has taken posi-
tive steps to fight drug abuse in our com-
munity, call for information on how to be 
a participant in the event.  For more in-
formation, please call Patti at 
503.588.5212, or visit 

www.strikingoutmeth.org 

Mark your calendars for “Striking Out 

Meth in Marion 

County” on July 16, 
2010, at Volcanoes Sta-
dium in Keizer.  This 
fun, family event is an 
evening of celebration 
and recognition in the 
fight against meth and 
other dangerous drugs in 

“Making Our Communities Safe, 

Strong & Successful” is the theme of 
the Thursday, February 18, 2010 Town 
Hall meeting at Woodburn City Hall, 
270 Montgomery Street, Woodburn.  
Please join us for an informal discus-
sion with community members about 
public safety strengths and challenges 
in the Woodburn area.  This Town Hall 
meeting is sponsored by the Marion 
County Public Safety Coordinating 
Council which is chaired by Marion 
County Commissioner, Patti Milne and 
Woodburn resident.  Other Public 
Safety Coordinating Council members 
who will be present include Woodburn 
Police Chief Scott Russell, Marion 
County Sheriff Jason Myers, Wood-
burn City Councilor Pete McCallum 

and Children and Families Commission 

Director Alison Kelley.   

The Marion County Public Safety Co-
ordinating Council (PSCC) has been 
holding town hall meetings around the 
county for the last several months as 
part of an effort to assess and identify 
the unique challenges and attributes 
that each of the 20 cities in Marion 
County has, and what their priorities 
are for their own public safety needs.  
This has helped build a better relation-
ship, while enabling the county to share 
some of the creative ideas they have 
learned from around our communities.   
Many times there have been problems 
or questions raised that the PSCC team 
can address immediately with a phone 

call or an explanation on the spot.   
Ideas have surfaced throughout these 
meetings that have led to better coordi-
nation between county and local ser-
vices, connections with non-profit or-
ganizations, and even suggestions for 
our legislative delegation to tackle dur-

ing the next session.   

One interesting fact gathered at our 
meetings and passed onto other com-
munities is the effectiveness of 
Neighborhood Watch organizations.  
Areas with active Neighborhood Watch 
programs have almost 90% less prop-
erty crime than neighborhoods that 
don’t.  That’s good news, no matter 

what city you live in! 

For more information call Patti at 

503.588.5212. 

It’s more important for us elected officials 
to listen.   I’ve tried to make Marion 
County a more accountable and open place, 
with lots of opportunities for citizens and 
their government to talk to one another and 
solve problems by working together.   But 
that doesn’t happen if you don’t get in-
volved and tell me what’s most important to 
YOU!   I hope you’ll take the opportunity 
to call my office, send me an e-mail, write 
me a letter...or stop me in the coffee shop to 
let me know what’s on your mind and how 

Whether it’s at a formal event, like a town 
hall meeting, or just stopping to chat in the 
produce section, being able to talk with the 
people of Marion County is the most impor-
tant part of being your county commis-
sioner.  I depend on getting your feedback 
in order to do a good job.  Elected officials, 
especially during campaign season, spend a 
lot of time talking...on the radio, on TV, in 
the mailbox and whenever people will lis-
ten.   That’s all well and good...but this is a 
democracy, and it should work both ways.   

we can work better, together.   I look for-

ward to hearing from you.   

County Phone:  503-588-5212 

County Fax:  503-588-5237 

County E-Mail:   pmilne@co.marion.or.us 

Address:  P.O. Box 14500, Salem, OR  97309 

County Website:  www.co.marion.or.us 

Campaign Website: www.bringbackpatti.com 

Campaign E-Mail:  pmilne@wbcable.net 
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Fifth Annual “Striking Out Meth” Scheduled for July 16th 

Woodburn Public Safety Town Hall on the Calendar 

Contacting Patti 

Patti and Volcanoes’ “Crater” 


